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TTER 


To an Honourable 


Member of Parliament, concerning the great Growth of 
POPERY, and the Trealfonable Practices of 
the Romiſh Biſhops and Prieſis, at this time, in 
England, 


f 
SI R, | | 
N the laſt Converſation I had with You, Yau were pleas'd to tell me, 
You had read the late Appeal to all Proteflant Kings, Princes and Stats ; 
that You were ſatisfy'd of the very great Danger of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion abroad, and of the Cruelties and Barbarities that have been and 
are us'd againſt It in ſeveral Parts of Chriſtendom z but thit You hop'd 
the Proteſtant Religion is ſafe in Exglanrd, and we have nothing to fear from 
| Popery here. Asto this laſt I was altogether of another Mind, and think I 
| can ſhew I had very great Reaſon ſo to be. 
It was no Diſpute betwixt us, Whether Popery be as pernicious to the Ci- 
vil Rights, as the Religious Concerns of this Nation; ora Regard was had to 
' Both Theſe in all the Laws which the Wiſdom of Parliaments hath from time 
to time made againſt Popery. + We both allow?d the Neceſfity and the Suf- 


fictency of thoſe Laws: but whether all thoſe Laws are not now aſleep. will 
” not along be a Dilpute betwixt us. 


To ſecore this Nation from the Idolatries of Popery, and the Ufarpations of 
the Biſhops of Koxze upon the Rights of this Kingdom, 1t was found neceſſary 
by the Wiſdom of our Parliaments to make very ſtrict Laws againſt Both ; eſpe- 
cially when the Biſhops of Roxze had the Impudeuce to iſſue out their Bulls to 
" deprive Q. Ebizabeth of glorious Memory of her Crown, and to Abſolve all 
Her Subjects from their Alliance to Her. 
By ſome of theſe Laws it is Treaſon( a) for any Popiſh Biſhop, Prieſt or (4) 27 EZ: 
Jetunh, &>c. either to come into England, ot remain here ; and Felony for any ©2<*23-4- 
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nowingly to receive or relieve them here. But to what purpoſe are theſe &:, 


Laws now? The three Popith Biſhops made in the late Popiſh Rejgndo ſtill 
- continue here, and exerciſe their pretended Jurifdictions, as if they were in 
'Ttaly it ſelf. They have canton'd our Kingdom into Provinces; and as. their 
pretended Bp. Leyborrz has London, and the Connties abour it for bis ſhare, fo 
their By. Gifford has the Weſt and Wales; and their Bp. Smith the Northern 
' Perts; where they exerciſe all the Parts of their Functions withuut controul. 
\Tr's too well known that this laſt Summer Bp. Gifford went confirming through 
Wales; and that they boaſt of the many Hundreds He confirm'd then. 

And for Prieſts and Jefuits, dothey not now ſwarm all over the Natign, e- 
ſpecially in and about London? And fo much, that it cannot be deny*d that 
there are more Popiſh Prieſts in Exglend at this time, than werein the late Po- 
piſh Reign it ſelf; and at the ſame time of the Aſ/aſſenation Plot; 56 Prieſts 
are known to have come 9ver in one Week. 

Give me leaveto ack now, Whether You think there can be one Popiſh 
Lord or Gentleman in Ergland without aPopilh Prieſt in his Houſe, when it can-« 
not be deny*d that there are atleaſt 100 Jeſuits, 1500 Franciſcans, and pro- 
portionably of the Benedictines, Dominicans, Capuchins, Carmelites, and of 


vearty 


Ver. A>Sec. 2 5) 


C. 1, ſeQ. 4+ 


Co. 2 ſe, 7» 


Cc. 1. ſeQ..2, 3. 
1 Face. Is C. 4+ 
ſe, 1, 


( c )13 Elie 


(d) 2 Fac. t. 


AL + Kt | 
_ LS 
hs q Q ye ( 2 d) | 
the Seculiar Prieſts at this time in Ergland. They have their Provincials and 
other Superiorsz they keep in one Popiſh Great Man's Houſe or other their 
yearly Synods and Viſitations, and hold their Triennial Chapters for the chu- 
ſing thote Provincials, ec. and are in as much method her as even iv Rowe or 
Frazce. Andone,would thick from theſe their Numbers, and Practices, that 
there areno more Laws againſdthem in Erg/and, than tn Rome or France, Has 
not(totrouble*You with no more Names :at preſent) that'infamous Jeſuir 
Peters (Brother tothe famousPrivy-councellor_) who tore our Englilh Bible 
in his Pulpiti nLi-e-ftreet in the late Popiſh Reign, continu'd in Exglandever 
ſince, liv'd at Marrybone under the Name of Spencer, and is at the Head of 
all the Jeſuits affairs at this Day here ? | 

By the Wiſdom of our Parliaments, Laws were alſo:made to forbid abſolute- 
ly any Popiſh Worſhip in Ewgland ; to ſay Mals is the Forfeiture{b) of 2c0 


(b)23 Fliz. Marks with one Year's Impriſonment, -andito hear Mals ts the Forfeiture of 100 


Marks with a Year's Impriſonmeat ; and yet, in deſpiglt of all your Laws, 
what Numbers of Maſs-houſes are up and downthis Kingdom at this time ! 
And what publick Reſortis there every where to?em jn London, in Tork. in 
Wiecheftcr, in Durbam, not to mention more Placesnow! And what Crouds 
may be ſeen any S#nday-morning in Lincoln'$oTnn-Fields. 

1 am zffur'd there are but few Pariſhes in Lowudow, wherein Mals is not ſaid 
every Sunday; and I may affirm that to You, which wil! itartle You very 
wuch, There are more Maſſes faid in a Swunday-forenoon in London and Weſt- 
»inſter, than the Church of Erglaxd: Services 1n all the Pariſh-Churches with- 
in the Bills of Mortality put together. And the Levying the Fines of this one 
AQ upon the Papilts for the Term of the laſt Year only, would have raid 
ſo much Money, as would not only pay off that great Debt which ike .inge- 
nious Dr. Davezart has very judiciouſly computed the Natien tc bein, but 
prevent laying one Farthing of Tax upon the Nztien for Sevea Years to come. 

Is it not, Sir, a Peemunire by our Laws (c)), ether to bring into England, 
or to receive any Agrzs Dei's, Beads, or ſuch Popiſh Trinkets? Is It not the 
Forfeiture of 40 Shillings cither to ſel{ or buy here any one Popiſh Palter, 
Manual, Roſarie, or Office whatever (4d) ?. and yet theſe things are broughe 


in, bought and fold as publickly. as Toys or Books are in Wfanioftor-beZ in 
Terur-nmez Sometimes in the Hall, ſometimes in the Court, and ſometimes 


before the yery Gates of a certain Houſe, 'which was nor long fivce a Franci- 
ſcan Covent. Alas, Sir, Popery is fo far from being bafhful here, that it's not 
content bare)y to make nothiog of your Laws, butcan with ſcorz trample up- 
on them. What leſs is the Papiſts reſorting publickly, in Crowds, as it were 
in Proceflions ? as almoſt all Kzzg's-fireet know they did but laſt OFober 13th, 
into the C-thcdra) of Weitminſter it ſelf; and there, jn the Face of the Sun, 

paid their Seperſtitious Devoriens at the Shrine of Edward the Confeſfor. 
That Juſt Deteſtation againſt Popery, which the whole Nation had enter- 
tain'd, made it the Care of Parliaments to prevent any of the Snbjets being 
perverted to that Religion, They wiſely conſider'd that there could not be 
a Convert made to Popery without loſing a Subje& to the Governmeat;” and 
in our Daysthis muſt hold truer than ever, there being not one Native Papiſt, 
or Popiſh Convert, I dare ſay, that does not perfedly bate the preſent Govern- 
ment. Such Conſiderations made our Parliaments more than once to Enact 
Thar it ſhould be Treaſon (e)) in any one to tarn another, or tobe turn'dto 
the Popilh Religion here; and Miſprifion of Treaſon for any that were Aiders 
or Maintainers init. Bat are there ſtill, Sir, ſuch Laws in England, whenit's 
the daily Endeavour of above Thouſands in Errland to make Converts to 
Popery? and they can glory of the Numbers they have made. The Popiſh 
Biſhops and Prieſts are eyery- where at Liberty to wake what Convergs they 
can, There are. oot fewer- than twerity Prieſts about ove Chappel in. L, 1. 
Fields every Sunday, part of whoſe Buſineſs is to fay the Maſſes, . and another 
part to make Converts. Have they not car:ied their Converts in trivmph to 
their Maſs at Darham? Do they got brag ar the Siſters Laze's Maſs-houſe, 
Nos rather Nunnery, jo Wincheſter, ( ia the very Face of the Cathedral) of 
| | | the 
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the Convetts they make there? And, to omit forty ſmore [iiſtances, eahrt 
the Father James at Somerſet-houſe, and the two Iriſh Fryars Nugent alias 
Lucas, and Offing alias Fenn at the Convent in L. I. Fields, glory of the Con- 
verts they have made, and are, in contempt of al] your Laws, daily making ? 
Newgate it ſelf cangot eſcape ther Diligence 3 and the 1ri/h Connel can pive a 
good Account of his Induſtry, if not of his Succeſs there. 

Upon the mention of theſe three 1ri/h Prieſts, give me leave to ask what 
You think the Frezch King would ſay to it, if my Lord Mancheſter, inſtead 
of One Chaplain He has with him, had enterrcain'd Twelve or Fourteen Freech 
Proteſtant Miniſters, whoſe Buſineſs ſhould have been chiefly to baptize, viſit 
che Sick, and give the Communion up and down Paris, and to make whar 
Converts they could from Popery? There is-more than one Gentleman in 
England, that knows thereaſon of ſuch a Queſtion here. And the taking up 
of Dr. Wickart (when Chaplain with my Lord Portland) by the Lieutenant 
Criminal at Paris, on a falle Information, gives us an Anſwer alſo from 
France But to return to their Triumphs here about their Converts, it would 
be unpardonahle to omit the late triumphant Reception that was made for 
the Lord Baltamor's Son's Lady at the Franciſcan Chappel, how it was ſtrew!d 
with Flowers, &c. for her firſt coming there. Nay, fo bufje and ſo furious 
is their Zeal ow, that a Convert from Popery goes in davg 'r of his Life iti 
England ; anc the late Spirittog away of the poor Spaniſh and Portugeſe Con- 
verts tells you very plainly, what they dare do now, as well as their impu- 
dent Perſecution of Dr. Corner at his dying Hours; as Dr, H. of St. Gzle;'s 
can tel] yon more at large. | 

Would You, or your Houſes of Parltament, think fie to inquire into the 
Namber of Converts to Popery, made within this thirty or forty Years paſt, 


| | believe it would ſtartle You far more than this Letter can. It's true, You 


would not find then all Jerez for That is another part of their Care, as well 
2s of their Contempt of 'all your Laws, that they ſend moſt of 'em away to 
their Popifh Seminartes abroad; and they dare brag that ſcarce 4 alles, 
in which they do not fehd-either a borg Papilt or a Popiſh Coyye 
gms And the Jeſuit Peters alias Fpetdcer has a very conſid! 
this Charge; '-* Toes on foo: xr | DE of 
And Ire not theſe theit-Popith Serninaties asgreat an Aﬀeront to'your Laws as 


-any of the reſt? What Care has not the Wiſdom of Parliaments taken to 


prevent any of our Subjects being ſent for Popiſh Education ibroad / Fhe 
Laws in this teſpe& are {o ſtrift and ſevere, 'that any one thar reads Them 
would conclude, that the greateſt Papiſt in England darſt not ſenfa Child a- 
broad to be fo educated 3 much more that no Maa durft either make Cotiverts 
co Popery, or ſend any of them to their Popiſh Seminaries. LE | 

But for all this, they ſend 'em conftantly abroad, both Sons and a, I 
both Papiſts bor, and Pepifh Converts; and are breeding them up there 5, »y 
continual Diſturbance of our Nation; and make of their Convertzthe very worſt 
Firebrands of all; as the Jefuir Parſons did prove, and | fear the late Madman 
Convert will. Nor have rtiey ſuch Popiſh Seminaries only abroad, this would 
be too ſmall a Contemnt of Yeu and your Laws, if chey &d not keepnp ſome 
here under our own Noſes. They have their Popiſ6 &ebools in London, 
and too many other places; they, have their Nnnnevter, at Tork for in- 
ſtance and at Hamerſmrith z and their latter Nuns, live in hopes of better 
Accommodations at a Nuble Houſe not far from them, whieh I think is called 
Sion-Houſe, and they ſay belongs to the Nuns of St. Brigze. = 

[ was not willing to trouble You with too long a Letter, eſpecially in Pat- 
liament-time, or | ſhould have ioſtanc'd in more Matters, and particularly 4- - 
bout thoſe good Men the Jeſuits, whoſe. Eſtate in England ig not computed at 
le than 30000. per 4». And would Yu not think-it ſtrange, if theſe Je- 
ſuits, by their Agent B. ſhould be at this very time the Farmers of the Markets 
.of the City of Loxdor it ſelf, and cruelly exacting upon the poor People 


chere ? | | 
This is the State of Popery now in Exgland, and theſe are their Practices : 
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And now, Sir, I will 'agatn azk You, is there no Danger of the Proteſtant 
Religion here? Is there no Fear of Popery in Exgland, when it 1s making lo 
great a Progreſs among us £ Whenthe Popith Pricits now {warm througbout 
the Kingdom : Whea their Mafles are publick almolt every where, and fre- 
quented as: openly, as it theirs was, and not ours, the Eſtablitht Religion of 
the Country; Whea they compaſs every Part and Place of Ezgland to mike 
their Converts, and glory ſo much in their Numbers of them, and fend 'em 
to their Popiſh Seminaries and Convents abroad. 

What could they do wore, if theirs was the Eſtabliſht Religion of the 
Nation; as they hope cer long to ſee it, and declare: they do. not fear Ac- 
compliſhing their great Deſign in the Way thay are now in. fa a lntle time 
they hope to take polleſiton again of all their Rights, as they call 'em3 of the 
Eſtates of our N9bility and Gentry that are upon Abby-Lands ;- and of the 
Cathedrals and Churches of our Clergy. Their Biſhop Leyborn hes ready in 
Dnezns-ſtreet to take poſſeſſion of I ambeth houſe 5 and their Biſhop Smith is 
as ready for that of Tork; where his Silver Crofier was 1n the late Rejga pre- 
pared for him ; and Biſhop Gifford is ready to plant at Litchfield or Worce- 
fter ; for He wall not go nearer Bath for old Laefir's ſake, who is there 
already. 

What is the Reaſon [ pray, Sir, when theſe things are really ſo, .of the ge- 
- neral Silence in Exglaud about Popery? Have we forgot all their Plots and 
Conſpiracies, and even the laſt A4ſaſſination One ? Have we forgot their 
Practices in the late Reign, and how near the Deſtruction of the Proteſtant 
Religion, and of all our Rights and Liberties was then z and how inevitable 
this was, without that miraculous Deliverance which we received by his pre- 
ſent Majeſty * Whom God long preſerve. What 1s the meaning of the un- 
accountable Injenlibility we are now under> Were we miſtaken ther; aud is 
Popery, which then, and ever till now, was ſo 1dolatrous, an9 ſuperſtitious 
and ciuel, and tyrannical and intolerable, become a holy, innocent, harmlcſs, 
inoffealive Perſwaſton at laſt? No, no, Sir, Popery is Popery ft;/, Our con- 
ſtant implacable Enemy ; and, if We will not take care of our ſelves, it will 
take care of us, in ſuch a way, as will make all our Hearts to bleed; in a Way | 
that will be the Ruin of all our Lawe, of all our Rights and Eftates, as well, 
as of our Holy Religion; and when This is gone, let the other go for ae, 

Where is your Love to your Religion, your Counerys your Laws and your 
Property, if you can tame]y look on, - and ſuffer all theſe Aﬀronts from Poper 
ro Every Oae of Them # From you in Parliament We muſt expe&t Redreſ 
in this imminent Danger; and if You will not help us in /ach a terribſe Cir- 
cumſtance, I am ſure You will acknowledge, that you caa never anſwer this 
carleſs Unconcern to God, or your own Conlciences, or to your Country - 

” Angec{pecially fince you have the greateſt Encouragement imaginable to do 

%,, your utmoſt for the putting an Effeciual Stop to the Growth of Popery, when 
you conlider Who now fits on the Throne, viz. not only a Proteſtant, but a 
King to whom, under God, we owe our Preſervation from Poperyz and who 
hath ſigralized His Zeal and Courage for the Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt, 
incomparably beyond any King, or Prince, in Chriſtendows. | 

Yau cannot expect, or be pleaſed with, any Apology for the Freedom © 
this Letter from, 


SIR, 


London, 
Tour moi# AﬀeGionate, Humble Servant, R. W. 
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